the opposite side are the palaces of the Amir, the
more exclusive shops, and many government
buildings and gardens. The river is about three
hundred and fifty miles long and flows east to
join the Indus at Attock, between Peshawar and
Rawal Plndl, in north-western India. You can
hardly call it navigable at all, despite the fact
that the Afghans do make use of it with their
flat-bottomed scows and their goatskin mussaks.

The only really navigable river in, the whole
country is the Oxus, which, as it winds down
from the Pamirs for a distance of sixteen hundred
miles until It flows into the Sea of Aral., separates
the Amir's realm from Bokhara on the north.
Just as the peoples of the East do not use the
name "Jerusalem" or the word "Damascus", so
also the dwellers in Central Asia do not speak of
the Oxus. To them the river is known as the
Amu Darya. The Greeks, who had a flair for
renaming everything they came in contact with,
called it the Oxus. So It has remained on our
maps, though if you ask the average Afghan
about the Oxus he will tell you that there is no
such river in his country.

The only other important rivers are the Hel-
mund, which never leaves Afghan territory, aixd
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